Dear Mr Bamford,

First I like to congratulate you with the fantastic ARC-site. I check it almost daily, it’s more fun than the newspaper. Please allow me to introduce myself, I am a 41 year old Belgian army helicopter pilot and the RSM of the 17th Batalion Multirole helicopters, based at Liège, Belguim. In my spare time I try to be an amateur aviation artist, I send you some (low quality)scans of my drawings and paintings in attachement. I try to sell reproductions of my lead pencil drawings ( 30 x 20 inch) . For the moment I have reproductions of my drawings of our Agusta A109, Alouette 2, Robinson R22, Britten-Norman BN2 Islander and I just finished the F16 A MLU. If I save enough money I hope one day to be able to have reproductions made of my oil paintings. I am married and I have two daughters, the youngest was born recently on the 27th of June. My wife is a Canadian ! Yep , after your wonderfull Canadian grandads liberated our small country from  « dzee tserman infadors » in 1944 and dragged our young good looking woman to your beautifull Canada, I finally got one of your woman and dragged her to my little bizar country, it is now 5263 – 1 for your team. Enough Bull****. Now something serious. My Canadian soulmate bought me the Hasegawa 1/48 CF18 for my birthday. I started the research, bought the fanatstic Leading Edge decal set 4824, and stumbled one some questions. You see, I am a detail fanatic and I like to use this model as a basis for my next pencil drawing and an oil painting depecting the CF18. Anyway I like these things to be correct. As a sign of gratitude I allowed my wife to choose the version, she choose 433 squadron because she liked the little porcupine…..well well ! 

So, after spending hours on the internet looking for answers, I am still left with a few questions and you seem to be the guy who is able to help me out . Here they are…

1. About the five little,white radar beacon antennas under the nose , behind the   radome. I saw a picture of aircraft Nr 719 without these. Are all CF18’s normally equiped with these antennas ?Is it due to maintenance that it is sometimes removed ?

2. Just in front of these antennas is an antenna bump. On the model and some US F/A18’s it is centered, but on some pictures of CF18’s it seems that it is off center to the right, can you confirm this.

3. Still in the same area : I saw a certain photo of a CF18B ( and some US Hornets) on which the rim of the large bottom nose section panel, between radome and nose wheel hatch was reinforced ( where the screws are). Is this a modification that will be implemented on all CF18’s ?

4. About the two ( ?) canopy camera’s ( ?), where can I find some more details about them ?

These are the problems that keep me awake ! Anyway I would be very thankfull if you could help me out with this. In return if you are interested in pictures or info of aircraft on this side of the ocean, just call ! I can always take the digital camera of our batalion, take a helicopter and go take some pictures and send them to you. But please give me some details about file size , how to send them etc. Anyway when the CF18 drawing is finished (next century or in a lifetime or two .. haha,  time we all need time don’t we !) I’ll send you a signed copy . Around Xmas and Newyear I’ll be in the Montreal, Drummondville and Ottawa area. Thanks and all the best.

Dimitri Verdoodt   ( No,NO I am not Greek, my parents just liked the name)

St.Quirinusstraat 46

3550 Heusden-Zolder  ( 1 mile from the racing track where your beloved Villeneuve  

 Belguim                           was killed)







