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How to paint natural wood colours on acrylic resin bases

Some important remarks before beginning to work

first : the bases come out of the mold in a deck tan colour which will be used in tranparancy

second : the resin gives back the surface of natural wood (balsa, which is appropriate for scale modelling)

third: the process shows how to generate natural coulours and progressive contrast, without getting to dark or to solid, which are mistakes to avoid

Paintnig materials used: 

natural earth pigments 

pigments used for artisitc painting

pastel chalks

These are mixed up with waterbased acrylic clear, even Future acrylic wax works

Pictures 1-4

The first step consists in applying a base colour which must stay transparant

Take  some pigment paste and apply it all over the surface with a wet sponge

Recommended colour yellow earth, avoid brown and red brow

Pictures 5-7

The second step consists in introducing strong contrast, which is higher in scale modelling than in reality

This time brush and rag are used 

The pigment paste is dark brown or black grey

The excess of dark colour shoud be wiped off  immediately, since applied acrylics dry quicly

Pictures 8-9

This time a coat of green earth is applied with a brush and than worked with the sponge

Pictures 10-12

To gain maximum contrast and weathering, a coat of black-brown is applied with the brush and wiped off immediately after. The aim is to keep some transparancy with the already applied colours

All the surface details appear with this step

Option: an additional coat of light blue grey will increase weathered appearance

A good result is achieved with the combination of three colours in transparancy or even more

A further illustration of this technique can be seen with Old West wargaming buildings, where the potential of pigment washes leads to a nice range of colours
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