P-51 K…..The building !

This model depict the bird flown by Leonard K. " Kit "  CARSON, from the 357 th FG at the end of the WW II.

Kit was the top ace of the group with 18.5 aerial victories and 3.5 by straffing….a guy that the germans pilots didn't want to have in their " six"…..

The model and the " extras"…

Making some clean up on my differents model " storage " in my romm….i found the TAMIYA box of the P-51 D….don't ask me why i stop on this box….after another " search" in the other " resin" boxes, where i store all the kits and detail sets; i found several stuffs made for this kit !

· A Black Box cockpit, buy the Dallas  Nats for 5 $ in a bag……..

· A K-14 from Cutting Edge

· Verinden detail set for the engine and gun bay.

· 4 differents decals sheet about the P-51………don't ask me why……

References:

· The P-51 Walkaround from SQUADRON.

· Aero detail n° 13.

· 357 th Fighter group from SQUADRON.

· P-51 In Action from SQUADRON.

· All the pics found through the net…

Building the engine:

I first start with the engine from Verlinden; cleaning the resin parts and assembling come very easy. ( pics resinengine left and right, enginemount) The second thing was to cut the front of the fuselage  ( pics fuselage ) and test fit all the resin parts…..that's where the thing start bad ! the kit was made to fit the HASEGAWA kit  ( pics firstfit…..nothing overwhelming but the rear part of the engine mount, with the firewall didn't fit ! The second problem was that part of the resin was really bad…can see through at tome place and the resin was damaged at other place…i decide to rebuild that rear part so it could fit well the plastic fuselage. ( pics oiltank 3 and 4 ).

I also add all the wires to the engine, not a very simple thing ….i couldn't say that it is the reality…but it is close…..and give a good look when done ! Maybe i didn't pass enough time on it….you are the judge !

The parts were made using plasticard, differents wires, vinyl tapes, plastic tubes….following all the references pics available !

Then the paint job of the engine and mount began…..as i couldn't say if the P-51 D engines were something dirty or not…i prefer to give a good look at mine, i think that the guys  who were working on those birds took very care of them….so i made it clean, just some highlight with a drybrush of light grey; aluminium. ( pics engine 1, 2, 3 and 4 and oiltank 1 and 2 )

Last problem….the front cowling…same as the pacement of the engine !!! Very difficult to place…have to erase lots of resin material and glue the nose cone on it, to help for centering all the parts ! ( pics frontcowling 1 and 2 )

The cockpit:
Same cleaning job for the resin parts, also clean the plastic fuselage inside to accept the parts. After looking at what it give…i decide to add some little things in plastic on differents places. ( pics left and right sidewall and cockpit 1 and 2 ) Those concerning the cockpits lights, some wires, the mount of the seat. I didn't use the radio resin from the kit, just detail the plastic one. I aslo cut the end of the rear place of the cockpit, back at the radio. ( pic backcockpit ) .

The paint job was as usual, firts i apply different coat of green / yellow  chromate from Testor, a little drybrush with yellow and white on every edges. I add SMOKE from tamiya on each lines and corner and then paint the bottom of the fuselage. To simulate the wood material, i first paint the piece in sand from Humbrol, when dry i apply a generous amount of oil paint; Raw Umber; and after 15 minutes i wiped off the excess with a dry flat brush, cleaning the brush every time, when you finally found the good texture, let it dry for several hours.  ( pics cockpit 3, 4, 5, 6 and oiluse )

To simulate some placards on the side walls i add parts of lead foil, paint them in flat black and let them dry. Then, with a needle i simply scratch the black to simulate the wrinting instructions….. ( pics metalsheet )

The instrument panels, i first drop in each some GLOSS WHITE from tamiya ( acrylics ) an let them dry. Then, i paint the panel with flat black from Humbrol, and as for the lead foil, before the black colour is completely dry i use a needle to simulate the botom of them . As the black enamel don't miw with the white acrylic, using gently the head of the needle as a gravor, you could approach the reality of those instruments…..simple but no new…and not from me !!  ( pics instrumentpanel 3 and 1 ).

I maybe make an error with the seat, as the black box seat was coming with the cushion and the harness in resin moulded on….next time i 'll take all that off…and make  new one , specially for the harnesses, so you could give them another look. For the cushion, i was not very convince by that one…but didn't know if all the Mustangs have the same one ?

Fuselage, wheell wells and gun bay…

About the wheel wells, i just could tell you that i simultae the wiring with thin metal wires . about wiring, i always try to drill a hole at the beginning and the end of the line…so i just put the wire in the hole and glue it by the back with super glue !

For the rear wheel, i add some plasticard on the fuselage to simulate the frame…and broke the rear gear when i'll try to clean it ! so, the only thing was to rebuild a new one…and turn the wheel to give it another look ! I use a metal trombone for the job…..( pics backwheel , backwheel.1 and backwheelwell )

About the gun bay resin part…same as for the engine mount…made for the HASEGAWA kit…so just a bit small for the TAMIYA wings….i added plasticard around the piece to close the gap !. I didn't add the guns and ammo at that time, easier to manipulate and for masking before the piant job ! ( pics ammo.1 )

For the guns " end" i use hypodermics needle….i also add the " braces " at the wings pylons, but choose not to add the fuel tanks, just for the look of the bird….i wanted a clean bird ! ( pics gun.1 and pylon )

Nothing special about the building of the rest of the kit…easy as usual for TAMIYA. Just one thing, make a clean job when gluing or sanding, specially when you have to piant your model in aluminium ! with the TESTOR METALISER, when you got a tiny scratch on the pastic…it will show you !!

Adding the engine…..

The other bad part of the job……nothing is really said in the " small" instructions from Verlinden….but i was not waiting so many difficulties ! There is in fact nothing to hold the engine….you'll have to found yourself the right place ! I finally follow the fuselage line, maybe it's too low……

 When this job was done, you'll have to add all the photoetched parts simulating the frame……something you'll have to be patient….i 've to make some new frames in plasticard for the area that was rebuild….but.i could say that plasticard is easier to manipulate to build frames than photoetched !!!

Paint job !
As i told you, i use TESTOR METALISER, always the same technique: The first coat are dark metal, exhausts colour for some areas and Magnesium…then a coat of aluminium.

I let dry a few minutes and with my potor tool; armed with a soft end ( don't know the englis word…sorry) i polished all the bird. That's the answer at…why did he put a dark colour under…because i polished in different way the model, making it a little harder and you'll see the dar colour coming…so you could have different metal effect ! BUT…don't have the hand too heavy…..bacause the pastic is under….and come fast !

Last detail….
As usual…i found a new pic showing the Major CARSOn bird…..when the job was nearly finished ! That pic show the bird taxiing slowly…and i notice a kind of  " hole " in the center of the fuselage STAR….what was this ? The legend say that it was one of the rare P-51 to be equipped with the " foul weather lights" and also it has the Tail Warning radar antenna ( AN/APS-13 )…….gosh….i couldn't miss that ! So i drill thwo holes on each part of the fuselage, the front one is a bit under the front canopy and the rear one is placed in the center of the STAR ! For the radar antenna, i drill all the holes and decide to add them at the end of the job ! ( pics antenna ,closecanopy , canopymirror and STAR) 

The rear vue mirror was something i never saw before, something like a mirror in a clear shped part, on top of the canopy ! So i shape a small clear part, glue a piece of Bare Metal and glue all with white glue on the canopy !

I make the same for the wing tips clear parts, shaping clear parts and adding small drop of blue / red colour from Tamiya acrylics. A light coat of FUTURE seal the job ! ( pic clear.1)

Decals job…
Most of the decals are from SUPERSCALE, i cut them " close " and use micro sol and set product to be sure that they take the panels lines. 

The end…..

Just use my usual technique for the light weathering, with the TAMIYA SMOKE colour, that i add with a fine brush in all panel lines and wiped off  the excess with a wet cloth, that gives another aspect at the metal skin……very interesting !

Last thing, don't ask me why i didn't add all the fuselage parts coming around the engine……i know lots of people do that and place them around the model ! OK OK,…that's my fault, as i was only thinking at that at the END of the job…pretty difficult at that moment ! 

I think that i may vacuformed the front parts of the fuselage before cutting it……but i' a liar…i didn't have the spirit to do that at the beginning !!!!!!!!!  hihihi !

So, we actually saw lots of P-51 coming on the net, that's great to see something differents than grey planes…it was also a very funny model to build ! Nothing overwhelming as i told you before, just take time, take a clear look at all the parts before assembling, make lots of dry fit before gluing….and it's done !

( pics whels, closeengine, front.1, rightvue, quaterleftvue, closevuefront, quaterback.1, quaterfront, quaterbackvue, wing.1, backvue )

I hope this article was not too long for you, and too boring also….i'll try to explain some of the building steps, which could be interesting for future modeling projects !!

Don't take care at my english sometimes…..i'm french talking in Belgium, and i need training before going to the Nats at Virginia beach this year………

Have fun with buidling plastics !

And for the Americans reader, have a great  4Th of july !!….here on my little balcon, the banner is floating since the beginning of the World soccer Championship !!! 

Steve, still many thanks to share your time with all of us, so we could be so proud so see our models show in the arena of the Web……from beginners trough masters…..always the same feeling when it's your model that is on the front page of ARC……..and thinking that hundreds of peoples from all parts of the world are looking at it…..sounds great ! But don't shoot at the pianist, cause i'm a police officer…..stay quite !….hihihi
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